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Budovy určené k židovským bohoslužbám, židovské svatyně. 
 
(Buildings for Jewish services, Jewish shrines.) 
 
By 1380, a synagogue in České Budějovice is mentioned in the middle of the western side of U Černé věže 
Street, then called Židovská. In addition to worship, it probably also served for teaching. According to the 
remains discovered during the demolition of house No. 219 in April 1908, it was a smaller Gothic building 
approximately 6.5m long, 5m wide and 7m high with a cross vault and the main entrance located in the north 
wall. In the south wall was a gate connecting the synagogue with a neighboring house, which was perhaps 
inhabited by a rabbi or a synagogue servant. Remains of a painting and a Hebrew inscription have been 
preserved on the inside of the south wall; they originally probably decorated the other walls of the synagogue. 
After the tragic events in the České Budějovice Jewish community from 1505 to 1506, the synagogue ceased to 
serve Israeli services, it was transformed into the Catholic Chapel of St. Margaret and its worship books and 
utensils were destroyed. 
 
When Jewish religious life was restored in České Budějovice after 1848, services were first held in prayer 
houses. Under the regional rabbi Adam Wunder (1817—1905) and the head of the village, Leopold Löwy, it 
was decided to build a large synagogue in the Linz suburb on the site of the former Krumlov pond. The 4,200 
m2 construction site was purchased by the Jewish religious community from the city. The synagogue project was 
created by the Viennese architect Max Fleischer (1841–1905), who specialized in Jewish sacral architecture; 
the local synagogue was one of his most important works. Under his leadership, the construction was carried 
out from 1887 to 1888, mainly by the Viennese architect Johann Miedel, the German builder Bernhard 
Wandrey and the Prague builder Alfons Werthmüller. The synagogue, solemnly consecrated on September 5, 
1888, was built in the neo-Gothic style, with red exterior bricks on the outside and yellow unplastered bricks on 
the inside, as a large three-aisled basilica with a tall double tower in the western façade. The main nave with a 
cross vault was 26m long, 11m wide and 11m high, both side aisles were 4.5m high. On the west side was an 
emporium with an organ. The marble slabs of the Ten Commandments on the west facade, the stained glass 
windows, the stars of David at the top of the slender towers, the rich polychromy, and the Hebrew inscriptions 
in the interior completed the beautiful appearance of the sanctuary, reminiscent of Catholic cathedrals. The 
synagogue, which stood in a park next to the later Palace of Justice on F. A. Gerstnera Street, was one of the 
most artistically valuable synagogue architectures in Central Europe. The synagogue space was designed for at 
least 500 people. Because the Jewish community of České Budějovice had a reformist religious orientation and 
used reformed liturgies, there were no women's galleries in the synagogue and the women sat in the side naves 
on an equal footing with the men seated in the main nave. The liturgy was cared for by a rabbi, two cantors, a 
choir with a conductor, and an organist. 
 
During World War II, the synagogue was blown up by order of the German mayor F. David on July 5, 1942, 
and the remaining masonry was demolished. A memorial to the synagogue and the victims of the occupation 
transport of Akb was built in its place in 1992 at the expense of the Office of the City of České Budějovice and 
the Jewish Community in Prague, according to a design by R. Brichcín. The memorial was ceremoniously 
unveiled on July 5, 1992. 
 
In the house of the Jewish religious community in Biskupská Street No. 5, a prayer house was established in 
1928, which was used not only for the synagogue but also for religious services. Services were resumed in 1945 
and continued until 1970. At the beginning of the 21st century, Jewish services were not held in České 
Budějovice or elsewhere in southern Bohemia. 
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