
Building Project Notes by Ron Becker of the Long Range Planning Committee presented at the November 1985 Dedication Ceremonies: 

In just under four years the Temple Beth El family has witnessed an expansion and 
renovation program which began as a dream in January of 1982 and is now  nearing 
completion. It was clear that when Jeff Riker assumed the Presidency of Temple Beth El 
and took over the leadership of the Board of Directors that one of his major priorities 
was to address the long neglected needs of the Temple for a more complete and expanded 
facility. He directed the Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) to analyze the problem and 
formulate a plan which could be brought to the Board and the congregation for their 
consideration. 
 
During that first year the LRPC studied the demographics of our congregation in an 
attempt to determine whether a shift in the Temple location might be in the best 
interest of the majority of members. Potentials for a new Temple site were visited. Their 
possibilities were explored. The economic realities became clear - we did not have  the 
financial resources to purchase an existing facility or build a completely new one de 
novo. In conclusion, it was felt that the most reasonable alternative was to expand, 
renovate and remodel our existing structure. 

 
On September 29th, 1982, the LRPC's findings were presented to the Congregation. They 
overwhelmingly approved the concept to expand and renovate the existing facility. They 
also approved a budget of $10,000 to continue explorations toward that    end. 
 
The void in expertise needed to develop a major fund raising campaign was fortunately 
filled by Manny Forster, Director of Fund Development at the University  of Judaism. Manny 
served the role of the well-seasoned professional who took a group of inexperienced, 
well-meaning volunteers and gave us direction; he trained and enlightened us as to just 
what a major fund raising campaign was all about. 

 
His first objective was to conduct a feasibility study. He personally visited nearly 20 
Temple families in an attempt to assess the appeal of the project, gauge the financial 
resources of the Temple membership and choose a campaign leader. Manny came away from that 
study with a number of positive feelings. The interviewed members had good feelings about 
the Temple, and they were unusually unanimous in feeling   that the Temple needed to grow, 
expand, and renovate. They were also unanimous in their  recommendation that Joe Schultz 
chair the fund raising campaign. 

In April, 1983 we had targeted approximately 1.2M for our campaign. By Rosh HaShanah 
1983 we had raised nearly $500,000. By the time of our second congregational meeting in 
December 1983, an additional $100,000 had been pledged. Again the project was given 
strong congregational approval. 

 
During 1984, while continuing the fund raising efforts, architectural planning under Jerry 
Katell's direction accelerated. A variance for parking, building permits, financing and 
refining of architectural plans were all major items that needed attention. In early 1985 
plans went out for competitive bidding. A contractor was chosen. Between 950K and 1M had 
been pledged. We were ready to go. 

 
A little more than three years after the project began, ground was broken on Sunday, 
April 14, 1985. Rapid progress to completion of a magnificent educational  and 
administrative facilities has been directed by Bobbie Miller who has unselfishly given 
an incredible amount of time and energy in supervising the construction. 
 
We now excitedly await the dedication and opening services of a facility  that we hope 
will serve the entire Temple family for many years to come. 


