
Torah School Primary Department Curriculum Outline 5780 

 Prayers/Synagogue Holidays & 
Celebrations 

Torah & Bible Values Hebrew Israel 

Pre-K Participate in the weekly 
school service.  
 

Learn the English and 
Hebrew names of ritual 
items and their purpose. 
 

Use Jewish rituals & ritual 
objects as opportunities 
to talk about God. 
 

Practice home 
observance of 
Shabbat. 
 
Participate in the 
celebration of Jewish 
holidays in 
services/programs led 
by the rabbi. 

Learn that each 
week we read a 
portion of the 
Torah = 
Pah-rah-shat  
ha-shah-vu-ah. 
 

Listen to the 
weekly Torah 
portion during 
school 
T’fillah. 
 

Participate in 
arts and crafts 
activities related 
to Bible stories. 
 

Learn about 
the meaning 
of Tzedakah. 
 

Give money 
to class 
Tzedakah 
collection 
regularly. 
 

Discuss the 
value of 
kindness; 
practice and 
be 
recognized 
for being 
kind to 
others. 

Oral & Visual 
Language 
Development: 
 

Begin to 
recognize, point 
to and name the 
letters in the 
Hebrew Alef-Bet. 
 

Begin to count 
from 1-10 in 
Hebrew. 
 

Begin to learn the 
names of and 
point to colors 
and shapes using 
Hebrew. 
 

Learn why Jews care 
about Israel and feel 
connected to it.  
 

Recognize the Israeli 
flag. 
 

Introduce the concept 
of countries and locate 
Israel on a map. 
 

Sing Israeli songs. 
 

Learn simple Israeli 
dances.  

Kdg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in the weekly 
school service.  
 

Identify the ritual objects 
and people in the Beit 
K’nesset. 
 

Recite Sh’ma by heart. 

Practice home 
observance of Shabbat 
and Havdalah: 
Blessings, symbols, 
ceremonies, and 
songs. 
 

Identify the symbols 
for High Holidays, 
Sukkot, Simhat Torah, 

Identify the 
Torah as an 
important 
Jewish “book”.  
 

Locate where 
the Torah is 
kept in the 
synagogue.  
 

Defi ne the 
word 
mitzvah.  
 

Describe the 
things we 
can 
physically do 
to help 
others: 
Be kind. 

Continue the 
process of 
learning to 
recognize, point 
to and name the 
letters in the 
Hebrew Alef-Bet. 
 

Review and 
practice counting 

Identify Israel as an 
important Jewish place. 
 

Identify the Israeli flag. 
 
Review the concept of 
countries and locate 
Israel on a map. 
 

Sing Israeli songs. 
 



 Prayers/Synagogue Holidays & 
Celebrations 

Torah & Bible Values Hebrew Israel 

Kdg. 
(cont.) 

Hanukkah, Purim, and 
Pesah. 
 

 
Participate in the 
celebration of Jewish 
holidays in 
services/programs led 
by the rabbi. 

Identify the 
names of Torah-
related ritual 
objects in 
Hebrew and 
English. 
 

Listen to the 
weekly Torah 
portion during 
school 
T’fillah. 
 

Participate in  
arts and crafts 
activities related 
to Bible stories 
 

Honor father 
& mother. 
 

Give money 
to class 
Tzedakah 
collection 
regularly. 
 

from 1-10 in 
Hebrew. 
 

Point to and 
identify colors and 
shapes using their 
Hebrew and 
English names. 
 

Continue to learn 
simple Israeli dances. 

Gr.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the functions of 
the ritual objects and 
people in the Beit 
K’nesset. 
 

Participate in the weekly 
T’fillah service.  
 
Join in chanting and/or 
reciting prayers. 
 

Associate the name of the 
following prayers with the 
text of the prayer: 
Bar’khu 

Review and practice 
ceremonies and 
blessings for Shabbat 
and Jewish holidays. 
 

Learn the Hebrew 
name; state the main 
theme; and describe 
ritual objects 
associated with the 
following holidays: 
Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot, Simhat 
Torah, Hanukkah, Tu  

Associate the 
Torah with the 
holidays of 
Simhat Torah 
and Shavuot.  
 

Listen to the 
weekly Torah 
portion during 
school T’fillah. 
 

Associate Bible 
stories with 
relevant 
holidays. 

Identify 
many  
different 
types of 
mitzvot, 
including:  
- Tikkun 
Olam 
- Tzedakah 
- Visiting the 
Sick 
 - Welcoming 
Guests  

Reinforcement of 
Hebrew Letter 
recognition, 
sounds and 
introduction of 
vowels and basic 
vocabulary. 
 

Sing Hebrew 
songs and 
participate in 
Aleph-Bet Yoga; 
interactive games; 
and writing 

Identify Israel as an 
important Jewish place. 
 

Identify the Israeli flag. 
 

Review the concept of 
countries and locate 
Israel on a map. 
 

Learn the names and 
locations of important 
Israeli cities, 
emphasizing Jerusalem. 
 

Sing Israeli songs and 
listen to Israeli music. 



 Prayers/Synagogue Holidays & 
Celebrations 

Torah & Bible Values Hebrew Israel 

 
Gr.1, 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sh’ma 
V’ahavtah 
Mee Khah-moh-khah 
 

Develop a basic 
understanding of the 
prayers listed above. 
 

Participate in Family 
Education Day with the 
central theme of Shema 
and its blessings, 
including the creation of 
Shema pillowcases. 
 
 
 

BiShevat, Purim, and 
Pesah. 
 

Participate in the 
celebration of Jewish 
holidays through 
stories, music, art 
and/or cooking 
projects and school-
wide programs.  
 

 
Read and learn 
about stories 
through the 
interactive 
book, “My 
Weekly Sidrah”. 
 

Create art 
projects 
associated with 
some of the 
parashiyot 
including (but 
not limited to) 
B’raysheet, 
Noah, Lekh Leh-
khah. 
 

- Be kind to 
others. 
- Bal tash-hit. 
(Be kind to 
the Earth.) 
 

Donate 
money to 
class 
Tzedakah 
collection 
regularly. 
 

Make 
Tzedakah 
boxes and 
learn about 
the value and 
importance 
of helping 
others.  

activities. 
 

Introduction to 
reading and 
writing Hebrew: 
 

Review identifying 
and naming the 
letters of the Alef-
Bet. 
 

Associate the 
sound of Hebrew 
letters with their 
names and 
(except for Alef 
and Ayin) and 
demonstrate the 
ability to produce 
the sound of each 
letter. 
 

Recognize, 
identify, and give 
the sound of 
selected Hebrew 
vowels. 
 

Decode simple 
syllables and 
words with “ah” 
and “ee”. 
 

 

Learn Israeli dances. 
 

Cook and/or taste 
Israeli foods. 
 

Participate in a virtual 
trip to Israel, visiting 
cities including 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and 
Eilat. 
 

Celebrate Yom Ha-
Atzma’ut. 
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Celebrations 

Torah & Bible Values Hebrew Israel 

 
Gr.1, 
(cont.) 

Print single 
Hebrew letters, 
vowels and basic 
words.  
 
 

Gr.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in weekly 
T’fillah service. 
 

Join in chanting and/or 
reciting prayers.  
 

Recall the sequence of 
the following prayers in 
the service: 
Bar’khu 
Sh’ma 
V’ahavtah 
Mee Khah-moh-khah 
  
Learn the meaning of 
each of the prayers listed 
above. 
 

Continue to review 
and practice 
ceremonies and 
blessings for Shabbat 
and Jewish holidays 
and gain broader 
understanding of 
central themes. 
 

Recall the central 
story/ main theme(s) 
for Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, 
Simhat Torah, 
Hanukkah, Purim, 
Pesah, Tu Bishvat, 
Shavuot and Shabbat. 
 

Experience the 
holidays and Shabbat 
through hands-on art 
projects and/or 
cooking experiences, 
games and music. 
 

Students retell the 
story of some of the 

Study and 
discuss Bible 
stories. 
 

Recall Hebrew 
vocabulary from   
Torah stories.  
 

Listen to the 
weekly Torah 
portion during 
school T’fillah. 
 

Recall the 
names of the 
Books of the 
Torah in order 
in Hebrew and 
English (using 
visual and 
verbal prompts 
as needed). 
 

Create art 
projects 
associated with 
some of the 
parashiyot 

Learn about 
and practice 
various 
middot 
(values) 
including: 
- Brit 
(Covenant / 
Promise)  
- Derekh 
Eretz 
(Treating 
others with 
respect) 
- Kavod 
(Honor) 
- Lashon ha-
Ra (evil 
tongue/ 
words that 
hurt) 
 

Identify 
Hebrew 
ethical/ value 
terms for 
each letter of 

Reinforcement of 
Hebrew Letter 
recognition, 
sounds and 
introduction of 
vowels and basic 
vocabulary. 
 

Write Hebrew 
letters, vowels 
and basic words. 
 

Hebrew 
vocabulary:   
Review names of 
Jewish Holidays 
and their 
associated ritual 
objects and Torah 
Portions. 
 

Identify and learn 
the Hebrew 
names of Jewish 
Values such as: 
- Tzedakah 

Review and add to 
knowledge about the 
location of Israel on a 
map and its geography. 
 

Continue to learn more 
about Israeli cities and 
the Israeli flag.  
 

Learn about Israel as 
the Jewish Homeland. 
 

Read stories about 
Israel, taste Israeli 
foods and sing Israeli 
songs. 
 

Celebrate Yom Ha-
Atzma’ut. 



 Prayers/Synagogue Holidays & 
Celebrations 
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Gr.2, 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

holidays though 
interactive play 
including puppet 
shows, and writing 
class plays. 
 

Develop family 
observances and 
customs for the 
holiday year and 
students share how 
they have celebrated 
specific Jewish 
holidays. 

including (but 
not limited to) 
B’raysheet, 
Noah, Lekh Leh-
khah. 
 

the Hebrew 
alphabet and 
define 
and/or give 
examples of 
the meaning 
of the terms.  
 

Participate in 
Family 
Education 
Day around 
the central 
theme of 
Neshamah 
(soul). 
 

Donate 
money to 
class 
Tzedakah 
collection 
regularly.  
 

 

- Tikkun Olam 
- Derekh Eretz 
- Lashon Ha-Rah 
-Pikuah Nefesh 
 

Identify Hebrew 
nouns & Jewish 
value words that 
begin with each 
letter of the 
AlefBet.  
 

Learn the Hebrew 
name of specific 
Torah portions, 
ritual items, 
holidays, foods, 
and other basic 
words. 
 

Sing Hebrew 
songs and 
participate in 
AlephBet  Yoga; 
interactive games;  
art projects; 
cooking; and 
writing activities. 
 

Written Hebrew: 
Recognize, name 
and give the 
sound of letters in 
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Gr.2, 
(cont.) 
 

the Hebrew 
AlefBet. 
 
 

Written Hebrew: 
Recognize, name 
and give the 
sound of Hebrew 
letters. 
 

Recognize, 
identify, give the 
sound of vowels 
and decode 
simple letter/ 
vowel 
combinations and 
words with 
“ah,” “eh,” “o,” 
“ooh” and “ee”.  
 

 

 


